James Paice MP

Minister of State for Agriculture and Food

House of Commons

Westminster

London

SW1A 0AA

Dear Minister,

I am writing to you to express my serious concern that consideration is being given by your department to killing badgers as part of a policy aimed at reducing Bovine TB in cattle.  I totally oppose killing badgers and find it difficult to understand how your department can state that the policy of ‘badger control’ will be ‘science led’; because if this was the case simple recognition of the results from extensive scientific investigation that saw many thousands of badger killed, would not support further killing of badgers.

It is well known that the current tuberculin test applied to cattle results with many inconclusive, false positive and false negative results.  This unacceptable regime leaves infected cattle to re-infect other cattle, it removes animals for slaughter that are not infected and causes misery to many farmers.  This is the most significant area where major improvement can be gained and where significant improvement must be targeted, until we have the long awaited cattle vaccine.  Such improvements have already been realised in Northern Ireland and Wales without badgers being killed.

If you must include action against badgers in your policy to reduce Bovine TB in cattle then it should be well recognised that the cost of trapping, killing and disposing of a badger is significantly greater than trapping, vaccinating and releasing the same animal.  The advantage of vaccinating is that over a similar time period to killing badgers you would in fact end up with a badger population that was not a risk to cattle.  It makes sound economic, political and indeed common sense to vaccinate not exterminate.

As a member of the democratic community that freely elects its representatives to act on their behalf and make tough decisions to the benefit of the majority of that community, I implore you to not start on the slippery trail of killing badgers, because the logical conclusion will be that every non-cattle vector for the disease would need to be eliminated and the environment sanitised to realise the aim that killing badgers alone is supposed to achieve.  You have the responsibility on our behalf to safeguard our environment, don’t let us down.

Yours sincerely

