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The event was sponsored by Animal Aid, The Vegan Society and VegFund. 

Thanks to our hard working volunteers before, during and at the end of the day, plus the following 
companies for donating goodies for the event: Bendicks, Blackfriers Bakery, Bottle Green 

Drinks, Bute Island Foods, Clearspring, Eco-Zone, Go Max Go, Granose, Granovita, Green 
People, Hapibean Soya Candles,Hempish, Hotel Chocolat, Leigh Court Farm, Live 

Native, Lush,Moo Free Chocolates, Percol, Plamil Foods, Pomegreat,Provamel, Pukka 
Herbs , Queenswood Foods, Skinvac, Suma,Sweet Bird, Sweet Freedom and Tanjero.  
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www.bristolanimalrights.org.uk  
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We counted 590 people on the 
door, and we expect more 
attended.  Of those, 97 people 
filled in evaluation forms.  This 
report summarises these forms 
and includes thoughts and ideas 
from volunteers, stallholders and 
organisers following the event.  
Of the people who filled out 
forms, 36 of these were vegan, 
33 vegetarian, 26 meat eaters, 2 
others, one of which was freegan. 

Who Attended? What is Your Present Diet?

vegan

vegetarian

meat eater

freegan

other
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 vegan vegetarian meat freegan other Total 

Word of mouth 17 16 12 1  46 

Leaflet through the door 4 1 2   7 

Facebook 4 1 1   6 

Poster (not specified where) 1  2  1 4 

Bath Vegan Fayre  2 1   3 

Through a stallholder 1 1    2 

Article (not specified where)  2    2 

Bristol Observer  1 1   2 

Leaflet on street  1 1   2 

Leaflet in shop (not specified  1 1   2 

Stall 1     1 

Spark magazine 1     1 

Pub in Windmill Hill  1    1 

Watershed/Arnofilni  1    1 

Heard music and walked in   1   1 

Bristol Evening Post  1    1 

Poster - north Bristol  1    1 

Leaflet in community centre  1    1 

Email 1     1 

BARC email list   1   1 

Flyer in library   1   1 

Salvation Army  1    1 

Viva! website 1     1 

Leaflet in grocery shop on 1     1 

Leaflet in café (not specified 1     1 

Leaflet in Café Kino 1     1 

Picked up a leaflet   1   1 

Leaflet in veg box 1     1 

No answer/don't know 1 1 1   3 

How did people find out about the fair?   
People found out via a variety of ways. The table b elow shows how people found out, the 
vast majority being through word of mouth.   
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What Did People Most Enjoy about the Fair? 

 vegan vegetarian meat eater fregan Total 

Food related answer 15 15 8 1 39 

Lovely people/meeting people/
conversations/friendly 5 7 6  18 

New/range of products 5 9   14 

Campaign stalls 4 1 4  9 

Meeting friends 8    8 

Freebies 5 1 1  7 

Interesting/information/informative 1 1 4  6 

Cooking demos/hemp smoothies demo 1 3 2  6 

Buying presents/things/jewellery 4 2   6 

Talks 2 2 1  5 

Tombola 1  2 1 4 

Variety of stalls 4    4 

Live music 1  2  3 

Variety (in general)   3  3 

Mellow atmosphere 1  1  2 

Eco stuff/Eco gadgets  2   2 

Films  1 1  2 

Fun   2  2 

Stalls/chance to browse  1 1  2 

Nutrition workshop 1    1 

Blackfish 1    1 

Everything 1    1 

Size of fair 1    1 

More space this year   1  1 

That I did not eat sweet stuff 1    1 

Not a lot  1   1 

Mask making workshop  1   1 

Henna tattoos   1  1 

Puppet show   1  1 
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Did people see any talks/films?  If so, what did 
they like about them? 

41 (42%) people reported that they did not see any of the talks/films. Of these, a few had 
ran out of time or arrived late, one had a young child, two were volunteering at the event, 
and  one said that they wished they had.  
A further 24 (25%) left the question blank.  
Of the 33% of people who attended talks, etc., the following observations and comments 
were made: 
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Will People Try More Vegan Foods as a Result of 
the Fair? 
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60% of vegetarians 
said they would try 
eating more vegan 
food as a result of the 
fair with a further 36% 
thinking they possibly 
would.  54% of meat 
eaters said they 
would try eating more 
vegan food, with a 
further 31% thinking 
they possibly would.  

Will you try more vegan food as a result of today's fair? 
Vegetarians' responses

Yes 

Possibly

No

Will you try more vegan food as a result of today's fair? meat 
eater

Yes 

Possibly

No
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Other Comments About The Event 

Almost everyone who filled out an evaluation form had an extra comment!  Feel free to 
contact us for a full list. Here are some of the comments: 
 
“Well done!  Excellent mix of event/talks/stalls” 
“Good to have more sellers this time” (vegan) 
“It’s good to show that people do care about the environment and animals in this social-
economic climate” (vegetarian) 
“Great idea. Well advertised.  Good location.  Good variety of stuff.  Affordable.  Welcom-
ing and friendly” (vegan) 
“Very good opportunity to learn about veganism, to see non-animal good and to taste 
foods” (vegetarian) 
“Fantastic. Bristol excels a this sort of event—keeping it free is essential in getting meat 
eaters through the door” (vegetarian) 
“Like the venue” (vegetarian) 
“Like the freebies” (meat eater) 
“Entertaining”(meat eater) 
“Keep up the good work” (meat eater) 
“Well thought-out in terms of different activities” (meat eater) 
“Fantastic!”(meat eater) 
“Would love to see more events like this!” (meat eater) 
“It’s nice to learn more on this subject, and to try out the foods and see they are quite 
nice” (meat eater) 
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Will People’s  Diets Change as a Result of the 
Event? 

 
12% of people who filled out their forms said they were thinking about 
becoming vegan.  There was noticeably less people who said they would 
become vegan on their evaluation forms than at previous free vegan food 
fairs (42% in 2009 and 28% in 2010). This is possibly because there was 
less free food than at previous events and the vegan message was less 
clear than we intended it to be. 
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Other Comments About The Event (continued) 

“It was amazing” (meat eater) 
“Different” (meat eater) 
“The Music was lovely) (meat eater) 
“Very friendly, nice people” (meat eater) 
“Lovely atmosphere, and did great mask 
making workshop” (vegetarian) 
“It was bigger than I thought” (vegetarian) 
“Learnt a lot” (vegetarian) 
 
Areas for Improvement 
 
“Cheaper items for sale.  Veganism seems 
very expensive!” (meat eater) 
“Great, but I was hoping there would be 
some vegan shoes/boots for sale” (vegan) 
(NB: We did have a shoe stall lined up, who 
had to cancel due to unforeseen circum-
stances) 
“Could have been better publicised” (vegetarian) 
“It could have been more breathable” (vegetarian) 
“Need more food” (vegetarian) 
“Would like to see a large information board directing individuals to each talk/film, 
etc” (meat eater) 
“I was informed there was an event with some free food, but there wasn’t any” (meat 
eater) (NB: 6 people commented on their forms about there being no/not much free food) 
“The loud speaker was too loud” (meat eater) 
“Perhaps some alcoholic beverages next time, like beer and wine?” (vegetarian) NB: we 
were not allowed alcohol in the venue 
“Woman serving used her hands not a serving utensil… even veggies need to be hygi-
enic” (vegetarian) 
“Disappointed at the lack of 
big signage” (vegetarian) 
“Recycling boxes needed 
to be better la-
belled” (vegetarian) 
“Think tables should be 
cleared regularly and that 
someone should take this 
role” (vegetarian). NB: we 
did have volunteers allo-
cated to this, but had short-
age of volunteers on the 
day. 
“A more open/on view 
venue would be better to 
attract meat eaters” 
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Stallholders Comments 

Stallholders were given a different evaluation form, and 15 of these were filled in.  Twelve 
of these had been invited by organisers, and three had found out about the event and got 
in touch to ask for a stall. 
 
14 said that the information sent out before the event was clear. 1 said they had not re-
ceived it. 
 
Stallholders were asked if the event met their expectations, and what could be improved.  
We also asked for further comments.  We received the following answers: 
 
Positive Comments 
 
3 said they had had a good time. 
2 thanked the organisers for organising the event 
Other comments included: 
“Pretty good” 
“People were engaging with us” 
“Reasonable turnover” 
“Very comfortable venue, and nice people” 
“We gave out loads of leaflets and hope to have some online orders” 
“Atmosphere was nice” 
“Loved  the food” 
“People were friendly” 
“So helpful to have help offloading” 
“Yes, it met my expectations” 
“Flawless” 
“Venue could have been bigger to bring in more people and sales” 
“From brand building point of view, a great success!” 
“People were great and really interested in what we had to offer” 
 
Areas for Improvement 
 
10 said it was quieter than expected.  
2 commented that the PA system was too loud in the hall 
“More free food needed” 
“More food needed” 
People doing the massage thought 
the hall was too cold 
“Music choice was not good” 
“The ‘official’ man was a bit rude 
when a client brought in a cup of tea 
for massage” 
“Don’t put me next to the crazy 
woman who channels animal ghosts” 
“Skinny Bitch book encourages eating 
disorders” 
“Friend who dropped me off got stuck 
because a truck was offloading” 
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Minutes to Cruelty-Free Festive Fair Evaluation 
Meeting – Monday 12 December 2011 

Organisers and volunteers met on 12 December 2011 to talk about what went well and to 
discuss areas of improvement.  Here is a summary of the minutes to the meeting.  
 
What went well?  
· There were more people actively involved in organising than previous events 
· Better information for stallholders, which was appreciated 
· Stallholders were pleased to have help unloading and loading before and after the event 
· Children’s activities were well attended and enjoyed 
· Tying date in with a “special day” 
· Not going over budget 
· Organisers covering set areas on the day 
· Less stressful than trying to feed 800 people! 
· Variety of stalls 
· Good to have labels with ingredients for cakes on the BARC cake stall 
· Cake giveaway at the end made sense as less to take back and no waste 
· Holly Hedge gateaux amazing 
· Good team work 
· Planning started early 
· Lots of evaluation forms returned 
· Local caterers, such as Dil Se and Arc Café Bar 
 
What could be improved? 
· All agreed not to have an event in a church again, as we don’t like the idea of giving the 

church money 
· The venue also did not work well for stallholders who could not bring tea and coffee in 
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Minutes to Cruelty-Free Festive Fair Evaluation 
Meeting – Monday 12 December 2011 continued... 
· Some stallholders said the music was too loud to hear people speak to them 
· Some products, e.g. Conscious Clothing bags were too expensive 
· Not enough people in talks – better signage needed, and programme could have gone 

up on Bindymedia, there were technical problems with the announcements. We had 
sound check on our set up tasks for Saturday morning, but should have got on to it ear-
lier to give us time to sort out the problems. 

· Have a list on display by entrance showing listings and times of films, talks and cookery 
demos 

· Less people at the event, although not that much less 
· Limited media coverage, despite a lot of effort to get it – maybe due to not having the 

pull of free food, or the wording of the press release? 
· Name of the event confusing for some people. What is meant by cruelty-free? 

· Becoming too similar to VegFest? 
· Some people were offended by Skinny Bitch being on one of the stalls. Perhaps we 

could have had one or two of us checking the content of stalls, and also make it clear on 
stallholder info that no info/books should be sexist 

· Also some non-vegan items on two of the stalls. These were removed once we  
spotted them! 

· Psychic books were sold, by people who just turned up and had not booked a stall 
· Worry about not having enough volunteers in the lead up to the event. Agreed it would 

be helpful to find ways of giving more people ownership of the event 
· Not enough volunteers leafleting outside. Agreed hour shifts too long for this – half an 

hour max better 
· Ask stallholders to send out information about the event – send each stallholders fliers. 
· Essential could put fliers in the orders they send out 
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Minutes to Cruelty-Free Festive Fair Evaluation 
Meeting – Monday 12 December 2011 continued... 

· Date was too late for a Christmas Fair 
· Did not promote the fact it was for International Animal Rights Day enough (although it 

was in press release and flier) 
· Aim not clear enough to public – was it to promote veganism, animal rights or Christmas 

shopping? Agreed that organisers had been clear with each other that it was to promote 
veganism and animal rights. 

· Stallholders did not seem to have an animal rights “attitude” – too many products? 
· More freebies/tasters needed from stallholders 
· Could stalls have been mixed up more – campaigns and non-campaigns. Acknowledged 

we did our best considering restraints of food/non-food halls and some stalls sharing vol-
unteers, hence needing to be next to each other 

· Get money in advance for stalls, which would reduce cancellations 
· Stallholder information to go out earlier, so that we have more notice of cancellations 

following the information 
· The rota for each area, e.g. kitchen, front desk, should be displayed so that people know 

when they are being relieved 
· One company represented is owned by a large dairy company – do not contact for fu-

ture events?  
· Not everyone was given a programme at the entrance desk 

 
Ideas for future events  

· Venues other than a church 
· Something smaller? 
· Look at venue, then decide event around venue? 
· Empty shops? David to find out more about this. 
· “Why Vegan?” evenings – specifically aimed at people who want to find out more about 

being vegan 
· Arc Café Bar? 
· Film festival? 
 
 
 
 
 


